Ultrasound guidance in accessing the afferent limb of a modified Roux-en-Y choledochojejunostomy for percutaneous dilation of biliary strictures.
Percutaneous retrograde biliary dilation via the afferent limb of a modified Roux-en-Y choledochojejunostomy is used in the management of chronic biliary strictures. Access to the afferent loop may be challenging in the absence of surgically placed radiopaque markers. Ultrasound (US) guidance was used to access the loop in 10 patients with subcutaneous afferent loops and three patients with subfascial afferent loops. Successful puncture was made in all 10 patients with subcutaneous loops and in one patient with a subfascial loop. Initial fluoroscopically guided attempts failed in five loops, which were then successfully accessed with use of US guidance. US is useful in accessing subcutaneous afferent loops.